APPENDIX A
ANALYSIS, DATA, AND LIMITATIONS

This appendix briefly describes calculation of the
event dropout rate and the averaged freshman
graduation rate, data sources and handling, and
key limitations of the study.

Analysis

Event dropout rate. Dropout rates were calculated
using the event dropout rate, an estimate of the
percentage of public high school students who
drop out of school between the beginning of one
school year and the beginning of the next school
year without earning a high school diploma or its
equivalent (such as a General Educational De-
velopment diploma; Chapman & Hoffman, 2007;
Laird et al., 2006). More specifically, dropouts are
students who were enrolled in school at some time
during the observation year (2000/01), were not
enrolled in the subsequent school year (2001/02),
did not graduate from high school or complete a
state- or district-approved education program, and
did not meet the exclusionary conditions (transfer
to another public school district, private school,

or state- or district-approved education program;
temporary absence for suspension or school-ap-
proved education program; or death).

The event dropout rate is calculated as follows:

All students enrolled in the grade or grades for
which the rate is being calculated at some time
during the 2000/01 school year and not enrolled
as of the October 1, 2001, count day and who have
not graduated from high school nor completed
a state- or district-approved education program
and who did not meet the exclusionary conditions

All individuals who were enrolled as of the
October 1, 2001, count day in grade or grades
for which the rate is being calculated

In this report the event dropout rate is calculated
separately for grades 7-12 and for two grade
combinations: grades 7-12 and grades 10-12. For
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a given school year, the event dropout rate is calcu-
lated by dividing the total number of dropouts in
the target grade or grades by the total number of
students enrolled in the target grade or grades on
October 1 of the same school year.

The grades 7-12 event dropout rate provides an
estimated percentage of public school students

in grades 7-12 who left high school between the
beginning of one school year and the beginning of
the next without earning a high school diploma or
its equivalent. The grades 10-12 event dropout rate
aids in comparing regional and state rates with
the national event dropout rate. It provides an es-
timated percentage of public high school students
in grades 10-12 who left high school between the
beginning of one school year and the beginning of
the next without earning a high school diploma or
its equivalent. The national grades 10-12 dropout
rate estimates the percentage of public and private
students who left high school without earning a
diploma or its equivalent. This difference in the
students for which the rate is calculated should be
considered when interpreting results.

Averaged freshman graduation rate. The averaged
freshman graduation rate estimates the proportion
of public high school freshmen who graduate from
high school on time with a regular high school
diploma (Seastrom et al., 2006a) and was the best
performing estimate of on-time graduation from
among a number of measures examined by the
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES;
Seastrom et al., 2006b). The averaged freshman
graduation rate evaluated by NCES is the num-
ber of grade 12 diploma recipients divided by the
averaged enrollments for grades 8, 9, and 10 for
the same cohort of students. As such, this measure
uses the number of diploma recipients from the
target school year and the enrollment numbers
from school years that precede the target school
data by two, three, and four years.

The goal of this study was to provide graduation
rates for the Central Region states disaggregated
by gender, racial/ethnic group, and locale, using
the publicly available data for the 2001/02 school
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year. However, the enrollment numbers in the
Common Core of Data for 8th graders in the
1997/98 school year are not disaggregated by gen-
der or ethnicity (U.S. Department of Education,
National Center for Education Statistics, 2002b).
Without the disaggregated grade 8 enrollments,
disaggregated graduation rates for the 2001/02
school year cannot be calculated using the NCES
averaged freshman graduation rate measure
described above. Disaggregated data are available
for the 1998/99 school year and later, however.
Calculating disaggregated graduation rates using
the averaged freshman graduation rates for a later
school year was not possible because the Local
Education Agency (School District) Universe Survey
Dropout and Completion Data for the 2002/03
school year data had not been released at the time
these analyses were conducted. This means that
only grades 9 and 10 disaggregated enrollment
data were available to calculate the 2001/02 aver-
aged freshman graduation rates.

Analyses described in appendix B indicate that
using the average of grades 9 and 10 enrollments
in the measure of graduation rates more closely
approximates the averaged freshman graduation
rates than using the other available measure, the
freshman graduation rate, which uses only grade 9
enrollment. Graduation rates for this report, there-
fore, were calculated using the average of grades

9 and 10 enrollments. This measure estimates the
proportion of public high school freshmen who
graduate high school on time with a regular high
school diploma. The freshman graduation rate
calculated for this report is the sum of high school
diplomas awarded at the end of the 2001/02 school
year divided by the average of the number of stu-
dents enrolled in grade 9 in fall 1998 and the num-
ber of students enrolled in grade 10 in fall 1999.

It is calculated as follows:

High school diplomas awarded
end of 2001/02 school year

[Enrollment in (grade 9 in fall 1998
+ grade 10 in fall 1999)/2]

Data

Data files. To calculate disaggregated dropout

and graduation rates, data were obtained from
the most recent publicly available datasets from
the Common Core of Data (CCD; U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, National Center for Education
Statistics, 2002a,b). The CCD includes information
from annual universe data collections to which
each local education agency in the nation submits
data through the Public Elementary/Secondary
Universe and Local Education Agency Universe
Surveys (see Sable, Naum, & Thomas, 2004). The
CCD is generated through a universe data col-
lection effort for all public schools. This means
that the dataset includes information from all
members of the populations (such as public school
districts) rather than only a sample of the popula-
tion. As a universe data collection, the CCD does
not have sampling error—differences between the
population statistic and the sample statistic. The
CCD may, however, contain other types of data er-
rors, such as missing data or nonresponse.

Dropout counts used to calculate the event drop-
out rate were obtained from the Local Education
Agency (School District) Universe Survey Dropout
Data: School Year 2001-02 (U.S. Department of
Education, National Center for Education Statis-
tics, 2002a). This file includes dropout counts by
school district for the school year that runs from
October 1, 2000, to September 30, 2001, because
school districts respond to the 2001/02 survey with
information regarding students who left school
without returning during the previous school
year. Enrollment counts used to calculate the
event dropout rate were obtained from the Public
Elementary/Secondary School Universe Survey:
School Year 2001-02 data file (U.S. Department of
Education, National Center for Education Statis-
tics, 2002b). This file contains the disaggregated
enrollment counts by school needed to calculate
disaggregated event dropout rates. The Local
Education Agency (School District) Universe Survey
Dropout Data: School Year 2001-02 and the Public
Elementary/Secondary School Universe Survey:
School Year 2001-02 data files were merged by



NCES agency identification codes with no loss of
records.

Diploma counts, used to calculate the averaged
freshman graduation rates, were obtained from
the Local Education Agency (School District) Uni-
verse Survey Dropout Data: School Year 2001-02
data file (U.S. Department of Education, National
Center for Education Statistics, 2002a). This file
includes counts of students who earned a regular
diploma by the end of summer 2002. Grade 9
enrollment counts, used to calculate the averaged
freshman graduation rates, were obtained from
the Public Elementary/Secondary School Universe
Survey: School Year 1998-99 data file. Grade 10
enrollment counts, also used to calculate the
averaged freshman graduation rate, were obtained
from the Public Elementary/Secondary School Uni-
verse Survey: School Year 1999-2000 data file.

North Dakota data. Disaggregated data for gender
and race/ethnicity for North Dakota are missing in
the Public Elementary/Secondary School Universe
Survey: School Year 1998-99 data file. Without
these data, disaggregated averaged freshman grad-
uation rates could not be calculated. Aggregated
data for local education agencies in North Dakota
were available, however, for enrollment totals for
grade 9 in 1998/99 and for grade 10 in 1999/2000,
and for diplomas for grade 12 in 2001/02. Each
local education agency was coded by locale allow-
ing for calculations of graduation rates by locale
for North Dakota.

Colorado data. Colorado is one of four states
excluded from the Local Education Agency (School
District) Universe Survey Dropout and Comple-
tion Data dataset. Colorado data are excluded
because Colorado does not consider students to be
dropouts if they register in a program leading to a
General Educational Development (GED) certifi-
cate. This definition is inconsistent with the NCES
definition of a dropout. To calculate event dropout
rates and averaged freshman graduation rates

for Colorado, data were obtained directly from
the Colorado Department of Education web site
(2000-2001 Annual Dropout Rate for Grades 7-12
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by School District datasets http://www.cde.state.
co.us/cdereval/rv2002DropoutLinks.htm). The
datasets include dropout counts and enrollment
counts for the October 1, 2000—September 30,
2001, school year, the same school year for which
CCD data were obtained for the other six states in
the Central Region.

Colorado dropout counts included any student
who dropped out in a school year and did not re-
turn in the same year. Colorado enrollment counts
include all students enrolled at any time during
the school year, excluding any students expelled
in that year. Colorado event dropout rates were
calculated using the formula described earlier (see
Analysis section). Event dropout rates for Colorado
indicate the percentage of students enrolled in
grades 7-12 who left school between October 1,
2000, and September 30, 2001. Since this measure
is the same as the measure for the other six states
in the region, the regional dropout rates include
Colorado.

Colorado graduation rates were obtained directly
from Colorado Department of Education and were
not calculated for this report. The Colorado De-
partment of Education calculates graduation rates
using longitudinal data for the number of students
who graduate as a percentage of those who were

in membership and could have graduated over the
four-year period for grades 9-12.

Since this measure differs from that used for the
other states, Colorado graduation rates were not
included in the calculation of regional graduation
rates. The differences in source data, reporting
definitions, and graduation measures warrant
caution when comparing the graduation rate in
Colorado with the graduation rates for the Central
Region as a whole or for the other states.

Disaggregated graduation rates by gender and
race/ethnicity for 2001/02 were obtained from
Colorado Department of Education’s Four
Year Trend for Graduates (1999-2002) datasets
for American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian/
Pacific Islander, Black, Hispanic, and White
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students at http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdereval/
rv2002GradLinks.htm.

Match-merging data for calculating averaged fresh-
man graduation rates. As mentioned, the gradua-
tion rates in this report were calculated from two
different CCD datasets. To calculate disaggregated
averaged freshman graduation rates, disaggre-
gated counts of diploma recipients (disaggregated
by gender and race/ethnicity) are needed for the
numerator and disaggregated enrollment counts
for grades 9 and 10 are needed for the denomina-
tor. The disaggregated counts of diploma recipients
came from the Local Education Agency (School
District) Universe Survey Dropout Data: School
Year 2001-02 data file, but disaggregated enroll-
ment counts are not included in this file. Disag-
gregated enrollment counts are only available
through the Public Elementary/Secondary School
Universe Survey data. Grade 9 enrollment counts
were obtained from the Public Elementary/Second-
ary School Universe Survey: School Year 1998-99
data file, and grade 10 enrollment counts were
obtained from the Public Elementary/Secondary
School Universe Survey: School Year 1999-2000
data file.

To obtain the numerator and denominator by local
education agency and calculate the averaged fresh-
man graduation rate by local education agency,
three data management steps were necessary.

First, the Public Elementary/Secondary School
Universe Survey data contain one record per school
and so were aggregated by local education agency
to allow merging with the Local Education Agency
(School District) Universe Survey Dropout and
Completion Data, which contains one record per
district. This aggregation produced one record per
local education agency in which enrollment counts
equaled the sum of all enrollment counts from

the schools in that local education agency . The
aggregation was conducted separately for 1998/99
and 1999/2000 data. Table A1 shows the number
of local education agency records each in the Pub-
lic Elementary/Secondary School Universe Survey:
School Year 1998-99 and the Public Elementary/

Secondary School Universe Survey: School Year
1999-2000 data files.

The second step involved merging the Public
Elementary/Secondary School Universe Survey:
School Year 1998-99 and 1999-2000 data files by
local education agencies to calculate the denomi-
nator for each local education agency. These two
files were match-merged by the NCES agency
identification code. Table A1 shows the number of
local education agency records in each state that
resulted from this match-merge. The success rate
for the match-merge ranged between 94 percent
and 99 percent across the six states.

The third step in the data management—needed
to calculate the disaggregated averaged freshman
graduation rates—was the match-merge of the
Public Elementary/Secondary School Universe Sur-
vey data file created (in the second step) with the
Local Education Agency (School District) Universe
Survey Dropout Data: School Year 2001-02 data
file. The match-merge was conducted by the NCES
agency identification code. Match-merges were ac-
cepted and included in the final dataset only when
the NCES agency identification code was the same
in the two datasets. This match-merge criterion
was set to prevent including improperly matched
records in the final dataset. Local education agen-
cies that did not match were excluded from the
final dataset.

Averaged freshman graduation rates were calcu-
lated only for local education agencies that had
valid data for diploma recipients, grade 9 enroll-
ments, and grade 10 enrollments. A zero was con-
sidered valid. Additional local education agency
records were excluded from the final dataset be-
cause they were missing one or more of these three
data points. The number of valid local education
agency records for each state that were obtained
from the match-merge of the Local Education
Agency (School District) Universe Survey Dropout
Data dataset and the Public Elementary/Secondary
School Universe Survey data file and used in the
calculation of averaged freshman graduation rates
is presented in table Al.
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TABLE A1

Numbers of districts in the school year 1998/99 data, school year 1999/2000 data, school year 2001/02 data,
and the final data

PESSU 1998-99 PESSU 1999-2000 Match-merged LEA 2001-02 data Final dataset

data file (grade 9) data file (grade 10) PESSU data file file (valid records) (valid records)
Kansas 301 301 300 301 297
Missouri 450 451 450 451 450
Nebraska 290 286 279 302 247
North Dakota 182 181 181 172 167
South Dakota 179 175 173 165 164
Wyoming 52 51 49 56 46

Note: PESSU is Public Elementary/Secondary School Universe Survey; LEA is Local Education Agency (School District) Universe Survey Dropout Data.

Source: Authors’ analysis, as described in this appendix.

Analyses were conducted to compare the sample file and in the final match-merged data file by
of districts in the final dataset with the collection state. Characteristics included the percent-

of districts in the original universe datasets to see age of male students and of students in each
whether the final sample was different from the ethnic group.

original collection, implying that the match-merge

had introduced bias into the data. The characteris- Table A2 shows the results of the analysis of the
tics of the districts in each data file were examined enrollment data. Table A3 shows the results of the
by state. analysis of the diploma recipient data.

As mentioned, the final dataset included only dis- The results suggest that the characteristics of the
tricts that had valid information for both diploma sample used to calculate the averaged freshman
recipient counts and grades 9 and 10 enrollment graduation rates were similar to the characteristics
counts. The diploma counts are used in the nu- of the data from the original universe survey data
merator of the averaged freshman graduation rate files. For example, differences in the means of the
and come from the Local Education Agency (School characteristics ranged from -0.18 percent to 0.23
District) Universe Survey Dropout Data: School percent for the enrollment data across characteris-
Year 2001-02 data file. The enrollment counts are tics and states. Differences in the means of the char-
used in the denominator of the averaged freshman acteristics ranged from —0.14 percent to 0.21 percent
graduation rate and come from the Public Elemen- for the diploma recipients across the two files.

tary/Secondary School Universe Survey data file.
Comparing the data across tables A2 and A3

Analyses were conducted to: reveals that the percentage of male students and
the percentage of students in each ethnic group
o Compare the demographic characteristics of change. The proportion of male students decreases
the grades 9 and 10 student enrollments in from the grades 9 and 10 enrollments to the di-
the original data file and in the final match- ploma recipients; the percentage of White students
merged data file by state. Characteristics and the percentage of Asian students increases
included the percentage of male students and from the grades 9 and 10 enrollments to the di-
of students in each ethnic group. ploma recipients. These changes are likely from the
higher dropout rates among male students and the
«  Compare the demographic characteristics of relatively lower dropout rate of White and Asian

the diploma recipients in the original data students compared with other ethnic groups.
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TABLE A2
Comparison of grades 9 and 10 enroliment data in the original universe survey data from the Common Core
of Data with the results after the match-merge (percent)

White, Black, American Indian/  Asian/Pacific
Male not Hispanic not Hispanic Hispanic Alaska Native Islander

Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final

Kansas 51.41 51.41 81.65 81.65 6.99 6.99 8.14 8.15 1.10 1.10 21 21
Missouri 5140 51.40 80.99 80.99 1.21 1.21 16.40  16.40 0.26 0.26 1.14 114
Nebraska 5149 51.26 8574  85.54 4.95 5.03 6.47 6.57 1.29 1.29 1.55 1.57

North Dakota?
South Dakota 51.76 51.74 8894  88.93 0.87 0.87 1.08 1.08 8.22 8.23 0.89 0.89
Wyoming 52.36 52.52 89.67 89.85 6.13 6.08 0.83 0.79 2.68 2.59 0.69 0.69

a. North Dakota data are not included because they were not disaggregated in the Public Elementary/Secondary School Universe Survey: School Year
1998-99 and Public Elementary/Secondary School Universe Survey: School Year 1999-2000 data files (U.S. Department of Education, National Center for
Education Statistics 2002b).

Note: Original refers to the original universe survey data from the Public Elementary/Secondary School Universe Survey data (U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, National Center for Education Statistics 2002a). Final refers to the data files constructed through the match-merge process and used in the calculation
of averaged freshman graduation rates described in this appendix.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002b).

TABLE A3
Comparison of grades 9 and 10 diploma data in the original universe survey data from the Common Core of
Data with the results after the match-merge (percent)

White, Black, American Indian/  Asian/Pacific
Male not Hispanic not Hispanic Hispanic Alaska Native Islander

Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final

Kansas 49.58 49.59 85.37 8535 5.07 5.08 6.29 6.29 0.96 0.96 2.32 2.33
Missouri 49.28 49.28 8375 83.76 1.28 1.27 13.19 13.19 0.27 0.27 1.51 1.51
Nebraska 4990 4969 89.66  89.51 3.80 3.86 4.00 4.08 0.75 0.71 1.80 1.85

North Dakota 50.16 5030 93.24 93.14 0.85 0.84 0.72 0.71 4.45 4.53 0.76 0.78
South Dakota 4995 4996  93.53  93.55 0.72 0.71 0.57 0.56 4.07 4.06 114 113
Wyoming 5044 5044 91.21 91.21 5.30 5.30 0.98 0.98 1.67 1.67 0.84 0.84

Note: Original refers to the original universe survey data from Local Education Agency (School District) Universe Survey Dropout Data: School Year
2001-02. Final refers to the data files constructed through the match-merge process and used in the calculation of averaged freshman graduation rates
described in this appendix.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a).

Limitations of the study used. As such, the results in this report pertain
only to public school students. In addition, the
The event dropout rates and averaged freshman event dropout rate and the averaged freshman
graduation rates estimated for the Central Region, graduation rate were for the 2001/02 school year
its seven states, and subgroups of students must be and so do not represent the most current state of
interpreted carefully because of several issues con- dropout and high school completion. Finally, the
cerning the source data and analytical methods. years of data for this study precede implementa-
tion of the No Child Left Behind Act, and so the
This study used data for public school students results may not reflect changes in the condition of

only; data for private school students were not dropout and high school completion that resulted



from implementation of the No Child Left Behind
Act.

The CCD is generated through a universe data col-
lection effort. This means that the dataset includes
information from all members of the population
(such as school districts) rather than a sample of
the population. As a universe data collection, the
CCD does not have sampling error—differences
between the population statistic and the sample
statistic. The CCD could, however, contain other
types of data errors, such as missing data or
nonresponse, respondent errors regarding the
interpretation of defined terms, incorrect informa-
tion provided to the CCD, or errors in recording,
coding, or processing the data (Laird et al., 2006).

Both the event dropout rate and the averaged
freshman graduation rate are estimates of the
percentage of students who drop out of school or
graduate from high school on time. The rates are
based on the available data and do not represent a
true dropout rate or true graduation rate based on
tracking a specific cohort of students over time.

In addition, the event dropout rates and averaged
freshman graduation rates become less stable as
enrollment numbers used to calculate the rates get
smaller. Averaged freshman graduation rates are
more sensitive to small enrollment numbers be-
cause graduation rates require data from multiple
school years. Dropout and graduation rates should
be interpreted with caution when the number of
students in the subgroup drops below 200. As the
number in the denominator of the measure drops
below several hundred, a difference of one student
will change the rate by a relatively large amount
(for example, 0.5 percent). Only in a few cases are
denominators smaller than 200, such as for some
disaggregated results for which the number of
students in certain subgroups is below several hun-
dred, as for Asian American males in Wyoming.

As stated, the averaged freshman graduation

rate used in this report differs slightly from the
averaged freshman graduation rate recommended
by NCES (Seastrom et al., 2002b). Although the
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measure used in this report closely approximates
the measure recommended by NCES, there are
small differences, and the measure used in this
report generally returns a slightly lower gradua-
tion rate than the NCES measure does. (Appendix
B compares the measure used in this report with
the NCES recommended measure.)

Because the averaged freshman graduation rates
in this report were calculated by match-merging
two datasets from the CCD, readers should keep

in mind that the rates are estimates of the fresh-
man graduation rates and do not include the entire
population of districts in the states of Kansas, Mis-
souri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, and
Wyoming. Nonetheless, the analyses presented in
the report suggest that the loss of the districts had
few or no negative implications for the resulting
rates.

In some cases the averaged freshman graduation
rates were greater than 100 percent. Rates above
100 percent are likely caused by small enrollment
numbers or changes in enrollment due to student
mobility or alterations in district boundaries
that resulted in increases in district size between
1999/2000 and 2001/02. For example, if school
district lines were redrawn in 2000/01, resulting
in a large increase in enrollment, more students
would graduate in 2002 than were enrolled in 1999
or 2000. When the number of diplomas awarded
is larger than the enrollment totals for the previ-
ous year, the graduation rate is greater than 100
percent.

Student transfers are a recognized problem in
calculating averaged freshman graduation rates
(Seastrom, Hoffman, Chapman, & Stillwell, 2006).
First, because the calculation does not account for
students who move in and out of a district, state,
or the country, rates might be inflated or deflated,
depending on mobility rates. In addition, the aver-
aged freshman graduation rate does not take into
account students who graduate early or who repeat
a school year. Actual numerators and denomi-
nators might be higher or lower depending on
student mobility or shifts in on-time graduation.
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The averaged freshman graduation rates for each
state presented in this report differ slightly from
those presented in Laird et al. (2006) because the
two measures differ slightly. The rates in Laird
et al. (2006) are calculated using the CCD State
non-fiscal data, rather than the Local Education
Agency (School District) Universe Survey Drop-
out and Completion Data (U.S. Department of

Education, National Center for Education Statis-
tics, 2002a) and the Public Elementary/Secondary
School Universe Survey Data (U.S. Department of
Education, National Center for Education Statis-
tics, 2002b) used to calculate graduation rates in
this report. The differences in data and measure
resulted in small inconsistencies in the total
graduation rates for each state (table A4).

TABLE A4
Comparison of state graduation rates between this study and Laird, DeBell, and Chapman (2006), 2001/02
(percent)
Difference
Laird et al., 2006 Current study (percentage point)
Kansas 771 78.0 -0.9
Missouri 76.8 76.3 0.5
Nebraska 83.9 82.6 1.3
North Dakota 85.0 84.6 0.4
South Dakota 79.0 79.5 -0.5
Wyoming 74.4 757 -1.3

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a,b).



APPENDIX B
COMPARISON OF MEASURES
OF GRADUATION RATE

The averaged freshman graduation rate recom-
mended by Seastrom et al. (2006b) could not

be used to calculate disaggregated rates for the
Central Region because the grade 8 enrollment
data used in the denominator is not disaggre-
gated by gender or race/ethnicity. Disaggregated
enrollment data are available for grades 9 and 10,
however. The analyses presented in this appendix
show the results of comparing different methods
for calculating graduation rates using the available
data to approximate the method recommended by
Seastrom et al.

According to research conducted at the National
Center for Education Statistics (NCES), the fresh-
man graduation rate closely approximates the
averaged freshman graduation rate (Seastrom

et al., 2006b). The freshman graduation rate uses
only grade 9 enrollments, rather than the aver-
age of enrollments for grades 8, 9, and 10 used

in the averaged freshman graduation rate. Since
disaggregated data were available for grade 9
enrollments, the freshman graduation rate was a
candidate for calculating on-time graduation rates
for this report. Freshman graduation rates are
highly correlated (r = .97-.98) with averaged fresh-
man graduation rates (Seastrom et al., 2006). The
freshman graduation rate, however, yields lower
graduation rates than the averaged freshman
graduation rate and all other measures compared
by NCES (Seastrom et al., 2006b).

A second method for calculating disaggregated
on-time graduation rates for the Central Region
uses the average of grades 9 and 10 enrollments,
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rather than just grade 9 enrollments (as in the
freshman graduation rate) or the average of grades
8,9, and 10 enrollments (as in the averaged fresh-
man graduation rates). Analyses were conducted
using national data from Seastrom et al. (2006) to
see whether the freshman graduation rate or the
grades 9 and 10 averaged freshman graduation
rate returned results more similar to the averaged
freshman graduation rate reccommended by Seas-
trom et al. (2006b). Calculations were conducted
for the two most recent school years for which data
were available at the time of the report: 2002/03
(table BI) and 2003/04 (table B2).

Analyses were also conducted using local edu-
cation agency-level data to compare the three
graduation rates. These analyses used data from
the Common Core of Data (CCD) Local Education
Agency (School District) Universe Survey Dropout
and Completion Data dataset to calculate gradua-
tion rates for the 2001/02 school year (U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, National Center for Education
Statistics, 2002a). These rates were aggregated at
the local education agency level because disaggre-
gated rates could not be calculated. Comparisons
were conducted across the 1,346 local education
agencies in the Central Region that had the data
necessary to calculate all three rates. Table B3
shows the distributional properties of the three
measures across the Central Region districts. Table
B4 provides regression analyses of the averaged
freshman graduation rate separately on the grades
9 and 10 averaged freshman graduation rate and
the freshman graduation rate.

Results from these analyses suggest that the grades
9 and 10 averaged freshman graduation rate more
closely resembles the averaged freshman gradua-
tion rate than does the freshman graduation rate.
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TABLE B1
Comparison of graduation rates and components in the Central Region, 2002/03

NCES Grade
Grade9and grade 8-10 9and 10
NCES 10 averaged  averaged averaged

estimated estimateof freshman freshman

Regular Grade 10 Grade 9 Grade 8 first time firsttime  graduation graduation
diplomas, membership, membership, membership, 9th graders, 9th graders, rate rate
2002/03 2000/01 1999/2000 1998/99 1999/2000  1999/2000 (percent) (percent)
Colorado 42,379 54,006 58,815 53,652 55,491 56,411 76.4 75.1
Kansas 29,963 38,231 40,650 37974 38,952 39,441 76.9 76.0
Missouri 56,925 70,666 76,575 70,731 72,657 73,621 78.3 773
Nebraska 20,161 23,378 24,861 22,725 23,655 24,120 85.2 83.6
North Dakota 8,169 9,374 9,677 9,321 9,457 9,526 86.4 85.8
South Dakota 8,999 10,402 11,261 10,859 10,840 10,832 83.0 83.1
Wyoming 5,845 7,726 8,063 7,944 791 7,895 73.9 74.0

Note: NCES is National Center for Education Statistics.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from Seastrom et al. (2006, table 1).

TABLE B2
Comparison of graduation rates and components in the Central Region, 2003/04

NCES Grade
Grade9and grade 8-10 9and 10
NCES 10 averaged averaged averaged

estimated  estimate of  freshman freshman

Regular Grade 10 Grade 9 Grade 8 first time firsttime  graduation graduation
diplomas, membership, membership, membership, 9th graders, 9th graders, rate rate
2003/04 2001/02 2000/01 1999/2000 2000/01 2000/01 (percent) (percent)
Colorado 44,777 54,862 61,197 54,696 56,918 58,030 78.7 77.2
Kansas 30,155 38,252 40,225 37,655 38,711 39,239 779 76.9
Missouri 57,983 69,929 75,930 70,572 72,144 72,930 80.4 79.5
Nebraska 20,309 22,824 24,236 22,452 23,171 23,530 87.6 86.3
North Dakota 7,888 9,040 9,314 9,137 9,164 9177 86.1 86.0
South Dakota 9,001 10,585 11,057 10,631 10,757 10,821 83.7 83.2
Wyoming 5,833 7,540 7,764 7,719 7,674 7,652 76.0 76.2

Note: NCES is National Center for Education Statistics.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from Seastrom et al. (2006, table 1).
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TABLE B3
Comparison of distributional properties for three measures of the graduation rate (percent)

Averaged freshman Grades 9 and 10 averaged
Statistic graduation rate freshman graduation rate Freshman graduation rate
Mean 85.5 84.9 84.5
Standard deviation 16.2 16.1 17.5
Median 85.5 85.0 83.8
25th percentile 77.2 76.8 74.0
75th percentile 93.8 93.3 92.7
Number of districts 1,346 1,346 1,346

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a).

TABLE B4
Regression analyses

Grades 9 and
10 averaged
freshman Freshman

Statistic graduation rate graduation rate
Correlation
coefficient 97 95
R squared 95 91
Slope 97 95
Number of
districts 1,346 1,346

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Educa-
tion, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a).
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Central Region event dropout rates for public school students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity,

locale, and grade, October 2001

Event dropout

Number of event

27

Characteristic rate (percent) dropouts Population enrolled
Total 2.6 33,097 1,285,246
Gender

Male 29 18,817 654,058
Female 2.3 13,983 621,005
Race/ethnicity

White, not Hispanic 2.1 20,998 1,007,633
Black, not Hispanic 4.1 4,604 113,150
Hispanic 5.1 5,600 110,460
American Indian/Alaska Native 59 1,162 19,573
Asian/Pacific Islander 1.8 436 24,215
Locale

Large city 4.6 7,311 160,677
Mid-size city 3.2 5,669 174,970
Urban fringe of large city 2.0 6,676 331,530
Urban fringe of mid-size city 2.1 661 31,799
Large town 2.5 646 25,837
Small town 24 5178 215,614
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area 1.7 3,796 219,277
Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area 1.5 1,651 109,544
Grade

7 0.3 627 217,380
8 0.4 774 217,049
9 2.6 6,085 236,766
10 3.7 8,207 220,329
n 4.4 9,070 205,316
12 4.2 7,782 186,371

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,

2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a,b) and the Colorado Department

of Education (2002a).
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TABLE C2
Central Region event dropout rates for racial/ethnic groups among public school students in grades 7-12 by
gender, locale, and grade, October 2001

American
White, not Black, not Indian/Alaska Asian/Pacific

Characteristic Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic Native Islander
Gender
Male

Percent 29 24 4.8 54 6.4 2.2

Number 18,817 12,148 2,706 3,049 639 266

Population 654,058 516,206 56,176 56,531 9,971 12,128
Female

Percent 2.3 1.8 34 4.8 55 1.4

Number 13,983 8,840 1,898 2,551 523 170

Population 621,005 486,801 55,826 53,407 9,527 12,111
Locale
Large city

Percent 4.6 3.6 5.6 57 7.6 2.7

Number 7,31 2,878 2,640 1,525 131 132

Population 160,677 79,703 46,856 26,736 1,721 491
Mid-size city

Percent 3.2 3.1 4.2 2.7 9.3 2.1

Number 5,669 4164 541 540 315 81

Population 174,970 134,566 12,981 19,796 3,398 3,942
Urban fringe of large city

Percent 2.0 1.8 2.6 3.1 3.0 1.4

Number 6,676 4,486 1,021 926 60 131

Population 331,530 250,263 39,841 29,457 2,025 9,459
Urban fringe of mid-size city

Percent 2.1 19 2.6 3.8 6.0 2.7

Number 661 552 8 68 25 8

Population 31,799 28,902 312 1,792 416 300
Large town

Percent 2.5 24 29 3.6 54 1.2

Number 646 487 48 79 13 6

Population 25,837 20,521 1,628 2,206 242 493
Small town

Percent 24 2.1 3.2 5.0 5.2 13

Number 5178 3,834 229 835 183 27

Population 215,614 184,638 7,239 16,629 3,509 2,008
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.7 14 24 33 6.6 1.0

Number 3,796 2,828 40 287 485 10

Population 219,277 195,044 1,668 8,596 7,323 1,006

(CONTINUED)
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TABLE C2 (CONTINUED)
Central Region event dropout rates for racial/ethnic groups among public school students in grades 7-12 by
gender, locale, and grade, October 2001

American

White, not Black, not Indian/Alaska Asian/Pacific
Characteristic Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic Native Islander

Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.5 14 1.9 29 2.5 13

Number 1,651 1,416 38 152 22 21

Population 109,544 99,319 1,949 5182 887 1,569
Grade
7

Percent 0.3 0.2 0.6 0.7 1.1 0.2

Number 627 300 137 137 43 9

Population 217,380 166,531 21,103 20,778 3,914 3,910
8

Percent 0.4 0.2 1.0 0.8 1.0 0.3

Number 774 355 200 167 38 12

Population 217,049 167,860 20,065 20,327 3,715 3,926
9

Percent 2.6 1.7 5.2 6.4 7.1 1.7

Number 6,085 3,007 1,217 1,495 291 74

Population 236,766 180,215 23,522 23,377 4,116 4,248
10

Percent 37 3.0 6.0 8.2 8.8 2.2

Number 8,207 5,204 1,107 1,505 299 88

Population 220,329 174,977 18,331 18,335 3,414 4,059
11

Percent 44 3.8 6.4 8.9 10.0 34

Number 9,070 6,284 1,010 1,368 263 139

Population 205,316 166,332 15,712 15,415 2,629 4,119
12

Percent 4.2 37 7.0 6.9 10.2 2.8

Number 7,782 5,699 935 797 230 109

Population 186,371 154,320 13,381 11,530 2,258 3,863

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a,b) and the Colorado Department
of Education (2002a).
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TABLE C3
Central Region event dropout rates for public school locales for students in grades 7-12 by gender,
race/ethnicity, and grade, October 2001

Rural, Rural,
Urban Urban outside inside
fringe of  fringe of metropolitan metropolitan
Large Mid-size large mid-size Large Small statistical statistical
Characteristic Total city city city city town town area area
Gender
Male
Percent 29 5.1 3.5 2.3 24 2.8 2.7 19 1.8
Number 18,817 4142 3,092 3,938 386 360 2,916 2,131 1,002
Population 654,058 81,700 89,605 169,336 16,382 12,927 109,993 110,429 56,214
Female
Percent 2.3 4.0 3.0 1.7 1.8 2.2 2.1 1.5 1.2
Number 13,983 3164 2,570 2,686 275 273 2,192 1,519 647
Population 621,005 78,248 85,087 161,649 15,340 12,165 104,050 103,245 52,695
Race/ethnicity
White, not Hispanic
Percent 2.1 3.6 3.1 1.8 19 24 2.1 1.4 1.4
Number 20,998 2,878 4,164 4,486 552 487 3,834 2,828 1,416
Population 1,007,633 79,703 134,566 250,263 28,902 20,521 184,638 195,044 99,319
Black, not Hispanic
Percent 4.1 5.6 4.2 2.6 2.6 29 3.2 24 1.9
Number 4,604 2,640 541 1,021 8 48 229 40 38
Population 113,150 46,856 12,981 39,841 312 1,628 7,239 1,668 1,949
Hispanic
Percent 5.1 5.7 2.7 3.1 3.8 3.6 5.0 3.3 29
Number 5,600 1,525 540 926 68 79 835 287 152
Population 110,460 26,736 19,796 29,457 1,792 2,206 16,629 8,596 5,182
American Indian/Alaska Native
Percent 59 7.6 9.3 3.0 6.0 5.4 5.2 6.6 2.5
Number 1,162 131 315 60 25 13 183 485 22
Population 19,573 1,721 3,398 2,025 416 242 3,509 7,323 887
Asian/Pacific Islander
Percent 1.8 2.7 2.1 14 2.7 1.2 1.3 1.0 1.3
Number 436 132 81 131 8 6 27 10 21
Population 24,215 4,91 3,942 9,459 300 493 2,008 1,006 1,569
Grade
7
Percent 0.3 1.0 0.1 0.3 <0.1 <0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1
Number 627 282 42 176 1 2 23 68 25
Population 217,380 28,250 28,716 56,920 5,534 4,101 34,845 36,623 18,679

(CONTINUED)
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TABLE C3 (CONTINUED)
Central Region event dropout rates for public school locales for students in grades 7-12 by gender,

race/ethnicity, and grade, October 2001

Rural, Rural,
Urban Urban outside inside
fringe of  fringe of metropolitan metropolitan
Large Mid-size large mid-size Large Small statistical statistical
Characteristic Total city city city city town town area area
8
Percent 0.4 1.3 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.2
Number 774 363 59 127 5 n 49 109 37
Population 217,049 27,568 28,643 57,337 5,514 4,084 35,430 36,972 18,346
9
Percent 2.6 6.1 29 2.0 1.5 1.2 2.0 1.4 1.0
Number 6,085 2,037 932 1,209 87 53 795 534 219
Population 236,766 33,165 32,026 61,452 5,748 4,587 38,851 37,613 20,952
10
Percent 3.7 6.4 49 29 3.1 34 35 2.5 2.2
Number 8,207 1,722 1,548 1,640 171 162 1,322 953 416
Population 220,329 26,951 31,522 56,570 5,447 4,747 37,728 37,429 19,077
11
Percent 44 6.8 5.8 3.6 49 4.8 44 29 3.0
Number 9,070 1,660 1,665 1,895 245 205 1,565 1,056 516
Population 205,316 24,261 28,651 52,169 5,043 4,251 35,256 36,015 17,278
12
Percent 4.2 6.1 5.6 35 34 5.2 4.1 3.1 29
Number 7,782 1,247 1,423 1,629 152 213 1,354 1,076 438
Population 186,371 20,482 25,412 47,082 4,513 4,067 33,160 34,615 15,212

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a,b) and the Colorado Department
of Education (2002a).
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TABLE C4
Central Region event dropout rates for public school students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity, and
locale, October 2001

Characteristic Total Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
Gender
Male
Percent 2.9 0.3 0.4 29 4.2 49 49
Number 18,817 313 408 3,521 4,752 5,075 4,589
Population 654,058 111,229 111,069 121,553 112,802 104,224 93,381
Female
Percent 2.3 0.3 0.3 2.2 3.2 4.0 3.5
Number 13,983 313 364 2,563 3,451 3,989 3,181
Population 621,005 105,007 104,824 113,925 106,314 99,983 91,971

Race/ethnicity
White, not Hispanic

Percent 2.1 0.2 0.2 1.7 3.0 3.8 3.7

Number 20,998 300 355 3,007 5,204 6,284 5,699

Population 1,007,633 166,531 167,860 180,215 174,977 166,332 154,320
Black, not Hispanic

Percent 41 0.6 1.0 5.2 6.0 6.4 7.0

Number 4,604 137 200 1,217 1,107 1,010 935

Population 113,150 21,103 20,065 23,522 18,331 15,712 13,381
Hispanic

Percent 5.1 0.7 0.8 6.4 8.2 8.9 6.9

Number 5,600 137 167 1,495 1,505 1,368 797

Population 110,460 20,778 20,327 23,377 18,335 15,415 11,530
American Indian/Alaska Native

Percent 59 1.1 1.0 7.1 8.8 10.0 10.2

Number 1,162 43 38 291 299 263 230

Population 19,695 3,914 3,715 4116 3,414 2,629 2,258
Asian/Pacific Islander

Percent 1.8 0.2 0.3 1.7 2.2 34 2.8

Number 436 9 12 74 88 139 109

Population 24,222 3,910 3,926 4,248 4,059 4,119 3,863
Locale
Large city

Percent 4.6 1.0 1.3 6.1 6.4 6.8 6.1

Number 7,311 282 363 2,037 1,722 1,660 1,247

Population 160,677 28,250 27,568 33,165 26,951 24,261 20,482
Mid-size city

Percent 3.2 0.1 0.2 29 49 5.8 5.6

Number 5,669 42 59 932 1,548 1,665 1,423

Population 174,970 28,716 28,643 32,026 31,522 28,651 25,412

(CONTINUED)
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TABLE C4 (CONTINUED)
Central Region event dropout rates for public school students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity, and
locale, October 2001

Characteristic Total Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
Urban fringe of large city

Percent 2.0 0.3 0.2 2.0 29 3.6 35

Number 6,676 176 127 1,209 1,640 1,895 1,629

Population 331,530 56,920 57,337 61,452 56,570 52,169 47,082
Urban fringe of mid-size city

Percent 2.1 <0.1 0.1 15 3.1 49 34

Number 661 1 5 87 171 245 152

Population 31,799 5,534 5,514 5,748 5,447 5,043 4,513
Large town

Percent 2.5 <0.1 0.3 1.2 34 4.8 5.2

Number 646 2 n 53 162 205 213

Population 25,837 4,101 4,084 4,587 4,747 4,251 4,067
Small town

Percent 2.4 0.1 0.1 2.0 3.5 4.4 41

Number 5,178 23 49 795 1,322 1,565 1,354

Population 215,614 34,845 35,430 38,851 37,728 35,256 33,160
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.7 0.2 0.3 14 2.5 2.9 3.1

Number 3,796 68 109 534 953 1,056 1,076

Population 219,277 36,623 36,972 37,613 37,429 36,015 34,615
Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.5 0.1 0.2 1.0 2.2 3.0 2.9

Number 1,651 25 37 219 416 516 438

Population 109,544 18,679 18,346 20,952 19,077 17,278 15,212

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a,b) and the Colorado Department
of Education (2002a).
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TABLE C5
Central Region event dropout rates for male and female public school students in grades 7-12 by race/
ethnicity, locale, and grade, October 2001

Characteristic Total Male Female

Race/ethnicity

White, not Hispanic

Percent 2.1 24 1.8

Number 20,998 12,148 8,840

Population 1,007,633 516,206 486,801
Black, not Hispanic

Percent 41 4.8 34

Number 4,604 2,706 1,898

Population 113,150 56,176 55,826
Hispanic

Percent 5.1 54 4.8

Number 5,600 3,049 2,551

Population 110,460 56,531 53,407
American Indian/Alaska Native

Percent 59 6.4 55

Number 1,162 639 523

Population 19,573 9,971 9,527
Asian/Pacific Islander

Percent 1.8 2.2 1.4

Number 436 266 170

Population 24,215 12,128 12,111
Locale
Large city

Percent 4.6 5.1 4.0

Number 7,31 4,142 3,164

Population 160,677 81,700 78,248
Mid-size city

Percent 3.2 35 3.0

Number 5,669 3,092 2,570

Population 174,970 89,605 85,087
Urban fringe of large city

Percent 2.0 2.3 1.7

Number 6,676 3,938 2,686

Population 331,530 169,336 161,649
Urban fringe of mid-size city

Percent 2.1 24 1.8

Number 661 386 275

Population 31,799 16,382 15,340
Large town

Percent 2.5 2.8 2.2

Number 646 360 273

Population 25,837 12,927 12,165

(CONTINUED)
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Central Region event dropout rates for male and female public school students in grades 7-12 by race/
ethnicity, locale, and grade, October 2001
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Characteristic Total Male Female
Small town

Percent 24 2.7 2.1

Number 5178 2,916 2,192

Population 215,614 109,993 104,050
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.7 19 1.5

Number 3,796 2,131 1,519

Population 219,277 110,429 103,245
Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.5 1.8 1.2

Number 1,651 1,002 647

Population 109,544 56,214 52,695
Grade
7

Percent 0.3 0.3 0.3

Number 627 313 313

Population 217,380 111,229 105,007
8

Percent 0.4 0.4 0.3

Number 774 408 364

Population 217,049 111,069 104,824
9

Percent 2.6 29 2.2

Number 6,085 3,521 2,563

Population 236,766 121,553 113,925
10

Percent 37 4.2 3.2

Number 8,207 4,752 3,451

Population 220,329 112,802 106,314
11

Percent 4.4 49 4.0

Number 9,070 5,075 3,989

Population 205,316 104,224 99,983
12

Percent 4.2 49 35

Number 7,782 4,589 3,181

Population 186,371 93,381 91,971

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a,b) and the Colorado Department

of Education (2002a).
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TABLE C6
Colorado event dropout rates for public school students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity, locale, and
grade, October 2001

Event dropout rate Number of Population
Characteristic (percent) event dropouts enrolled
Total 2.9 10,718 368,481
Gender
Male 3.2 6,115 189,125
Female 2.6 4,603 179,356
Race/ethnicity
White, not Hispanic 2.2 5,700 257,568
Black, not Hispanic 3.6 754 21,061
Hispanic 5.1 3,816 74,436
American Indian/Alaska Native 49 218 4,405
Asian/Pacific Islander 2.1 230 11,011
Locale
Large city 3.8 2,381 62,036
Mid-size city 3.6 1,995 54,966
Urban fringe of large city 2.1 2,876 136,770
Urban fringe of mid-size city 1.4 125 8,622
Large town na na na
Small town 3.1 844 27,570
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area 17 449 26,763
Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area 1.5 541 35,756
Grade
7 0.4 274 62,054
8 0.4 262 62,795
9 3.2 2,295 71,276
10 4.2 2,671 63,055
1" 4.8 2,835 58,691
12 3.8 1,829 48,575

na is not applicable.

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from the Colorado Department of Education (2002a).
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TABLE C7
Colorado event dropout rates for racial/ethnic groups among public school students in grades 7-12 by
gender, locale, and grade, October 2001

American
White, not Black, not Indian/Alaska Asian/Pacific

Characteristic Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic Native Islander
Gender
Male

Percent 3.2 2.5 4.0 54 5.2 2.6

Number 6,115 3,351 425 2,074 120 145

Population 189,125 132,482 10,749 38,104 2,313 5,477
Female

Percent 2.6 1.9 3.2 4.8 4.7 1.5

Number 4,603 2,349 329 1,742 98 85

Population 179,356 125,086 10,312 36,332 2,092 5,534
Locale
Large city

Percent 3.8 3.2 4.4 4.8 4.6 2.6

Number 2,381 918 432 932 38 61

Population 62,036 29,909 9,874 19,305 802 2,146
Mid-size city

Percent 3.6 24 2.8 6.3 54 13

Number 1,995 996 22 923 35 19

Population 54,966 38,629 792 13,789 604 1,152
Urban fringe of large city

Percent 2.1 1.8 1.8 3.8 4.2 2.2

Number 2,876 1,740 157 829 48 102

Population 136,770 95,620 8,526 25,526 1,423 5,675
Urban fringe of mid-size city

Percent 1.4 1.8 3.2 2.7 0.0 1.0

Number 125 101 2 21 0 1

Population 8,622 7,402 63 956 99 102
Large town na na na na na na
Small town

Percent 3.1 24 5.0 6.5 53 24

Number 844 449 5 348 38 4

Population 27,570 20,453 166 6,004 751 196
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.7 1.2 1.2 3.2 3.2 0.8

Number 449 262 1 169 15 2

Population 26,763 21,321 130 4,685 413 214
Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.5 0.9 3.7 2.5 3.7 0.7

Number 541 390 5 126 9 n

Population 35,756 29,557 834 4,105 261 999

(CONTINUED)
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TABLE C7 (CONTINUED)
Colorado event dropout rates for racial/ethnic groups among public school students in grades 7-12 by
gender, locale, and grade, October 2001

American
White, not Black, not Indian/Alaska Asian/Pacific

Characteristic Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic Native Islander
Grade
7

Percent 0.4 0.3 1.0 0.7 1.2 0.4

Number 274 120 37 100 9 8

Population 62,054 41,721 3,720 13,960 782 1,871
8

Percent 0.4 0.2 0.8 0.9 1.4 0.3

Number 262 98 31 17 1 5

Population 62,795 42,927 3,733 13,679 777 1,679
9

Percent 3.2 2.0 41 6.8 53 1.8

Number 2,295 960 178 1,075 46 36

Population 71,276 48,080 4,367 15,904 868 2,057
10

Percent 4.2 3.2 4.1 8.2 7.1 2.6

Number 2,671 1,413 140 1,019 51 48

Population 63,055 44,725 3,421 12,352 720 1,837
11

Percent 4.8 3.8 6.4 8.5 5.2 4.4

Number 2,835 1,599 21 906 33 86

Population 58,691 42,211 3,273 10,611 630 1,966
12

Percent 3.8 33 5.0 5.8 6.3 2.7

Number 1,829 1,205 124 426 32 42

Population 48,575 36,699 2,460 7,336 507 1,573

na is not applicable.

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from the Colorado Department of Education (2002a).
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TABLE C8
Colorado event dropout rates for public school locales for students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity,
and grade, October 2001

Rural, Rural,
Urban Urban outside inside
fringe of  fringe of metropolitan metropolitan
Large Mid-size large mid-size Large Small statistical statistical
Characteristic Total city city city city town town area area
Gender
Male
Percent 3.2 4.2 3.8 24 1.7 na 34 19 1.8
Number 6,115 1,348 1,057 1,696 78 na 482 269 335
Population 189,125 32,007 28,127 70,468 4,474 na 14,200 13,825 18,552
Female
Percent 2.6 3.4 3.5 1.8 1.1 na 2.7 1.4 1.2
Number 4,603 1,033 938 1,180 47 na 362 180 206
Population 179,356 30,029 26,839 66,302 4148 na 13,370 12,938 17,204

Race/ethnicity
White, not Hispanic

Percent 2.2 3.1 2.6 1.8 1.4 na 2.2 1.2 13

Number 5,700 918 996 1,740 101 na 449 262 390

Population 257,568 29,909 38,629 95,620 7,402 na 20,453 21,321 29,557
Black, not Hispanic

Percent 3.6 44 2.8 1.8 3.2 na 3.0 0.8 0.6

Number 754 432 22 157 2 na 5 1 5

Population 21,061 9,874 792 8,526 63 na 166 130 834
Hispanic

Percent 5.1 4.8 6.7 3.2 2.2 na 5.8 3.6 15.1

Number 3,816 932 923 829 21 na 348 169 126

Population 74,436 19,305 13,789 25,526 956 na 6,004 4,685 834
American Indian/Alaska Native

Percent 4.9 4.7 5.8 34 0.0 na 5.1 3.6 34

Number 218 38 35 48 0 na 38 15 9

Population 4,405 802 604 1,423 99 na 751 413 261
Asian/Pacific Islander

Percent 2.1 2.8 1.6 1.8 1.0 na 2.0 0.9 1.1

Number 230 61 19 102 1 na 4 2 1

Population 11,011 2,146 1,152 5,675 102 na 196 214 999
Grade
7

Percent 0.4 1.0 0.1 0.6 0.0 na 0.1 <0.1 0.2

Number 274 104 9 135 0 na 4 2 12

Population 62,054 10,697 9,545 23,266 1,477 na 4,205 4,371 5,781

(CONTINUED)
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TABLE C8 (CONTINUED)
Colorado event dropout rates for public school students in grades 7-12 by locale, gender, race/ethnicity, and
grade, October 2001

Rural, Rural,
Urban Urban outside inside
fringe of  fringe of metropolitan metropolitan
Large Mid-size large mid-size Large Small statistical statistical
Characteristic city city city city town town area area
8
Percent 0.4 1.0 0.2 0.4 0.1 na 0.2 0.1 0.3
Number 262 103 17 90 2 na n 5 20
Population 62,795 10,464 8,725 24,210 1,520 na 4,510 4,431 5,780
9
Percent 3.2 5.0 5.0 2.3 1.2 na 3.0 1.5 1.0
Number 2,295 638 534 586 19 na 152 72 75
Population 71,276 12,866 10,744 26,040 1,609 na 5,106 4,844 7,695
10
Percent 4.2 53 6.2 2.8 19 na 4.1 29 2.3
Number 2,671 555 654 662 29 na 207 140 151
Population 63,055 10,488 10,471 23,341 1,517 na 5,004 4,781 6,595
11
Percent 4.8 71 57 37 3.2 na 4.8 29 3.1
Number 2,835 707 518 793 44 na 214 125 173
Population 58,691 9,937 9,124 21,503 1,368 na 4,492 4,327 5,548
12
Percent 3.8 3.6 3.6 3.3 2.7 na 4.8 2.6 2.5
Number 1,829 274 263 610 31 na 186 105 110
Population 48,575 7,584 7,357 18,410 1,131 na 3,909 3,999 4,357

na is not applicable.

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from the Colorado Department of Education (2002a).
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TABLE C9
Colorado event dropout rates for public school students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity, and locale,
October 2001

Characteristic Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
Gender
Male
Percent 3.2 0.4 0.4 3.6 49 5.3 4.3
Number 6,115 137 121 1,309 1,584 1,597 1,057
Population 189,125 31,883 32,31 36,717 32,540 30,156 24,453
Female
Percent 2.6 0.5 0.5 29 3.6 4.3 3.2
Number 4,603 137 141 986 1,087 1,238 772
Population 179,356 30,171 30,484 34,559 30,515 28,535 24122

Race/ethnicity
White, not Hispanic

Percent 2.2 0.3 0.2 2.0 3.2 3.8 3.3

Number 5,700 120 98 960 1,413 1,599 1,205

Population 257,568 40,000 49,000 48,000 44156 42,079 36,515
Black, not Hispanic

Percent 3.6 1.0 0.8 4.1 4.1 6.4 5.0

Number 754 37 31 178 140 211 124

Population 21,061 3,700 3,875 4,341 3,415 3,297 2,480
Hispanic

Percent 5.1 0.7 0.9 6.8 8.2 8.5 5.8

Number 3,816 100 1n7z 1,075 1,019 906 426

Population 74,436 14,286 13,000 15,809 12,427 10,659 7,345
American Indian/Alaska Native

Percent 49 1.2 1.4 5.3 7.1 5.2 6.3

Number 218 9 1" 46 51 33 32

Population 4,405 750 786 868 718 635 508
Asian/Pacific Islander

Percent 2.1 0.4 0.3 1.8 2.6 4.4 2.7

Number 230 8 5 36 48 86 42

Population 11,01 2,000 1,667 2,000 1,846 1,955 1,556
Locale
Large city

Percent 3.8 1.0 1.0 5.0 5.3 7.1 3.6

Number 2,381 104 103 638 555 707 274

Population 62,036 10,697 10,464 12,866 10,488 9,937 7,584
Mid-size city

Percent 3.6 0.1 0.2 5.0 6.2 5.7 3.6

Number 1,995 9 17 534 654 518 263

Population 54,966 9,545 8,725 10,744 10,471 9,124 7,357

(CONTINUED)
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TABLE C9 (CONTINUED)
Colorado event dropout rates for public school students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity, and locale,
October 2001

Characteristic Total Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
Urban fringe of large city

Percent 2.1 0.6 0.4 23 2.8 3.7 33

Number 2,876 135 90 586 662 793 610

Population 136,770 23,266 24,210 26,040 23,341 21,503 18,410
Urban fringe of mid-size city

Percent 1.4 0.0 0.1 1.2 19 3.2 2.7

Number 125 0 2 19 29 44 31

Population 8,622 1,477 1,520 1,609 1,517 1,368 1,131
Large town na na na na na na na
Small town

Percent 3.1 0.1 0.2 3.0 4.1 4.8 4.8

Number 844 4 n 152 207 214 186

Population 27,570 4,205 4,510 5,106 5,004 4,492 3,909
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.7 <0.1 0.1 1.5 29 2.9 2.6

Number 449 2 5 72 140 125 105

Population 26,763 4,371 4,431 4,844 4,781 4,327 3,999
Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.5 0.2 0.3 1.0 2.3 3.1 2.5

Number 541 12 20 75 151 173 110

Population 35,756 5,781 5,780 7,695 6,595 5,548 4,357

na is not applicable.

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from the Colorado Department of Education (2002a).
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Colorado event dropout rates for male and female public school students in grades 7-12 by race/ethnicity,

locale, and grade, October 2001

Characteristic Total Male Female
Race/ethnicity
White, not Hispanic
Percent 2.2 2.5 1.9
Number 5,700 3,351 2,349
Population 257,568 132,482 125,086
Black, not Hispanic
Percent 3.6 4.0 3.2
Number 754 425 329
Population 21,061 10,749 10,312
Hispanic
Percent 51 54 4.8
Number 3,816 2,074 1,742
Population 74,436 38,104 36,332
American Indian/Alaska Native
Percent 49 5.2 4.7
Number 218 120 98
Population 4,405 2,313 2,092
Asian/Pacific Islander
Percent 2.1 2.6 1.5
Number 230 145 85
Population 11,011 5477 5,534
Locale
Large city
Percent 3.8 4.2 34
Number 2,381 1,348 1,033
Population 62,036 32,007 30,029
Mid-size city
Percent 3.6 3.8 3.5
Number 1,995 1,057 938
Population 54,966 28,127 26,839
Urban fringe of large city
Percent 2.1 24 1.8
Number 2,876 1,696 1,180
Population 136,770 70,468 66,302
Urban fringe of mid-size city
Percent 14 1.7 1.1
Number 125 78 47
Population 8,622 4,474 4,148
Large town na na na

(CONTINUED)
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TABLE C10 (CONTINUED)
Colorado event dropout rates for male and female public school students in grades 7-12 by race/ethnicity,
locale, and grade, October 2001

Characteristic Total Male Female
Small town

Percent 3.1 34 2.7

Number 844 482 362

Population 27,570 14,200 13,370
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.7 19 1.4

Number 449 269 180

Population 26,763 13,825 12,938
Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.5 1.8 1.2

Number 541 335 206

Population 35,756 18,552 17,204
Grade
7

Percent 0.4 0.4 0.5

Number 274 137 137

Population 62,054 31,883 30,171
8

Percent 0.4 0.4 0.5

Number 262 121 141

Population 62,795 32,311 30,484
9

Percent 3.2 3.6 29

Number 2,295 1,309 986

Population 71,276 36,717 34,559
10

Percent 4.2 49 3.6

Number 2,671 1,584 1,087

Population 63,055 32,540 30,515
11

Percent 4.8 53 4.3

Number 2,835 1,597 1,238

Population 58,691 30,156 28,535
12

Percent 3.8 4.3 3.2

Number 1,829 1,057 772

Population 48,575 24,453 24,122

nais not applicable.

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from the Colorado Department of Education (2002a).
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TABLE CT1
Kansas event dropout rates for public school students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity, locale, and
grade, October 2001

Event dropout

Characteristic rate (percent) Number of event dropouts Population enrolled
Total 2.1 4,570 220,035
Gender

Male 2.3 2,554 112,324
Female 1.9 2,013 105,720
Race/ethnicity

White, not Hispanic 1.8 3,090 175,063
Black, not Hispanic 3.5 629 17,920
Hispanic 3.8 670 17,476
American Indian/Alaska Native 35 97 2,733
Asian/Pacific Islander 1.7 81 4773
Locale

Large city 59 1,250 21,072
Mid-size city 2.3 806 34,426
Urban fringe of large city 13 540 43,193
Urban fringe of mid-size city 24 17 706
Large town 24 268 11,030
Small town 19 881 46,129
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area 1.2 505 43,749
Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area 1.5 303 19,730
Grade

7 0.1 26 36,701
8 0.1 34 36,971
9 14 570 39,439
10 2.9 1,106 37,873
1" 3.7 1,297 35,358
12 4.6 1,537 33,693

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a,b).



46 HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT AND GRADUATION RATES IN THE CENTRAL REGION

TABLE C12
Kansas event dropout rates for racial/ethnic groups among public school students in grades 7-12 by gender,
locale, and grade, October 2001

American
White, not Black, not Indian/Alaska Asian/Pacific
Characteristic Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic Native Islander
Gender
Male
Percent 23 2.0 4.0 4.0 3.8 2.1
Number 2,554 1,741 361 350 51 51
Population 112,324 88,427 8,949 8,736 1,338 2,398
Female
Percent 1.9 1.6 3.1 39 34 13
Number 2,013 1,349 268 320 46 30
Population 105,720 83,574 8,577 8,270 1,346 2,271
Locale
Large city
Percent 59 55 6.6 8.1 6.5 3.0
Number 1,250 613 321 249 31 36
Population 21,072 11,137 4,894 3,071 477 1,209
Mid-size city
Percent 23 2.1 2.6 33 3.8 1.5
Number 806 453 206 110 22 15
Population 34,426 21,231 7,982 3,351 582 997
Urban fringe of large city
Percent 13 1.2 1.4 2.2 1.8 0.8
Number 540 466 22 37 5 9
Population 43,193 38,123 1,588 1,718 274 1,175
Urban fringe of mid-size city
Percent 24 1.8 0.0 7.7 50.0 0.0
Number 17 12 0 1 4
Population 706 660 7 13 8
Large town
Percent 24 24 2.2 3.0 5.2 1.0
Number 268 207 15 40 3 3
Population 11,030 8,631 694 1,315 58 287
Small town
Percent 1.9 1.7 24 3.2 2.8 1.6
Number 881 622 50 181 17 1
Population 46,129 36,566 2,084 5,712 601 672
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area
Percent 1.2 1.1 1.9 24 24 0.5
Number 505 443 6 41 12 1
Population 43,749 40,539 315 1,694 498 188

(CONTINUED)
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TABLE C12 (CONTINUED)
Kansas event dropout rates for racial/ethnic groups among public school students in grades 7-12 by gender,
locale, and grade, October 2001

American

White, not Black, not Indian/Alaska Asian/Pacific
Characteristic Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic Native Islander

Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.5 1.5 2.5 1.8 13 2.5

Number 303 274 9 1 3 6

Population 19,730 18,176 356 602 235 240
Grade
7

Percent 0.1 <0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.0

Number 26 12 8 5 1 0

Population 36,701 28,035 3,287 3,188 500 738
8

Percent 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.3

Number 34 16 9 6 1 2

Population 36,971 28,658 3,007 3,069 476 798
9

Percent 14 1.1 2.8 3.0 2.8 2.2

Number 570 332 97 110 14 17

Population 39,439 30,046 3,471 3,636 497 774
10

Percent 29 24 55 6.6 47 1.8

Number 1,106 715 166 188 23 14

Population 37,873 29,742 3,038 2,836 487 794
11

Percent 3.7 33 54 79 79 2.5

Number 1,297 929 136 182 30 20

Population 35,358 28,453 2,520 2,309 378 793
12

Percent 4.6 4.0 9.4 9.0 8.0 3.6

Number 1,537 1,088 213 180 28 28

Population 33,693 27,432 2,271 1,997 351 788

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a,b).
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TABLE C13
Kansas event dropout rates for public school locales for students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity,
and grade, October 2001

Rural, Rural,
Urban Urban outside inside
fringe of  fringe of metropolitan metropolitan
Large Mid-size large mid-size Large Small statistical statistical
Characteristic Total city city city city town town area area
Gender
Male
Percent 2.3 6.4 2.7 1.4 3.3 2.8 2.1 13 1.7
Number 2,554 677 469 309 13 156 482 281 167
Population 112,324 10,584 17,568 22,033 390 5,613 23,539 22,454 10,143
Female
Percent 19 5.6 2.0 1.1 1.3 2.1 1.8 1.1 14
Number 2,013 573 337 230 4 112 399 222 136
Population 105,720 10,209 16,584 20,851 302 5,374 22,119 20,810 9,471

Race/ethnicity
White, not Hispanic

Percent 1.8 5.5 2.1 1.2 1.8 24 1.7 1.1 1.5

Number 3,090 613 453 466 12 207 622 443 274

Population 175,063 1,137 21,231 38,123 660 8,631 36,566 40,539 18,176
Black, not Hispanic

Percent 35 6.6 2.6 1.4 0.0 2.2 24 1.9 2.5

Number 629 321 206 22 0 15 50 6 9

Population 17,920 4,894 7,982 1,588 7 694 2,084 315 356
Hispanic

Percent 3.8 8.1 3.3 2.2 7.7 3.0 3.2 2.4 1.8

Number 670 249 110 37 1 40 181 4 n

Population 17,476 3,071 3,351 1,718 13 1,315 5,712 1,694 602
American Indian/Alaska Native

Percent 3.5 6.5 3.8 1.8 50.0 5.2 2.8 2.4 1.3

Number 97 31 22 5 4 3 17 12 3

Population 2,733 477 582 274 8 58 601 498 235
Asian/Pacific Islander

Percent 1.7 3.0 1.5 0.8 0.0 1.1 1.6 0.5 2.5

Number 81 36 15 9 0 3 n 1 6

Population 4,773 1,209 997 1,175 5 287 672 188 240
Grade
7

Percent 0.1 0.5 <0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 <0.1 0.0 0.2

Number 26 18 2 0 0 0 1 0 5

Population 36,701 3,611 5,836 7,296 131 1,700 7,651 7,071 3,405

(CONTINUED)
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TABLE C13 (CONTINUED)
Kansas event dropout rates for public school locales for students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity,
and grade, October 2001

Rural, Rural,
Urban Urban outside inside
fringe of  fringe of metropolitan metropolitan
Large Mid-size large mid-size Large Small statistical statistical
Characteristic Total city city city city town town area area
8
Percent 0.1 0.6 <0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 <0.1 <0.1 0.2
Number 34 21 2 0 0 0 1 2 8
Population 36,971 3,534 5,875 7,316 110 1,723 7,868 7,210 3,335
9
Percent 1.4 49 2.0 0.8 1.6 0.9 1.4 0.5 0.6
Number 570 194 125 60 2 18 13 36 22
Population 39,439 3,926 6,406 7,602 123 2,102 8,282 7479 3,519
10
Percent 29 8.3 34 17 3.1 4.0 2.5 1.6 2.1
Number 1,106 306 200 128 4 78 203 116 71
Population 37,873 3,702 5,935 7,446 131 1,972 7,991 7,383 3,313
11
Percent 37 79 4.5 2.5 3.6 39 4.2 2.1 3.0
Number 1,297 244 244 172 4 69 310 157 97
Population 35,358 3,102 5,386 6,936 110 1,763 7411 7,452 3,198
12
Percent 4.6 14.6 47 2.7 6.9 5.8 37 2.7 34
Number 1,537 467 233 180 7 103 253 194 100
Population 33,693 3,197 4,988 6,597 101 1,770 6,926 7154 2,960

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a,b).
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TABLE C14
Kansas event dropout rates for public school students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity, and locale,
October 2001

Characteristic Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
Gender
Male
Percent 2.3 0.1 0.1 1.6 3.1 4.1 54
Number 2,554 1 16 319 590 730 889
Population 112,324 18,532 18,442 19,881 18,992 17,725 16,529
Female
Percent 19 0.1 0.1 14 2.9 34 4.0
Number 2,013 15 18 251 516 567 648
Population 105,720 17,216 17,566 18,543 17,905 16,728 16,310
Race/ethnicity
White, not Hispanic
Percent 1.8 0.0 0.1 1.1 24 33 4.0
Number 3,092 12 16 332 715 929 1,088
Population 172,366 28,035 28,658 30,046 29,742 28,453 27,432
Black, not Hispanic
Percent 3.6 0.2 0.3 2.8 5.5 54 9.4
Number 629 8 9 97 166 136 213
Population 17,594 3,287 3,007 3,471 3,038 2,520 2,271
Hispanic
Percent 39 0.2 0.2 3.0 6.6 79 9.0
Number 671 5 6 110 188 182 180
Population 17,035 3,188 3,069 3,636 2,836 2,309 1,997
American Indian/Alaska Native
Percent 3.6 0.2 0.2 2.8 4.7 79 8.0
Number 97 1 1 14 23 30 28
Population 2,689 500 476 497 487 378 351
Asian/Pacific Islander
Percent 1.7 0.0 0.3 2.2 1.8 2.5 3.6
Number 81 0 2 17 14 20 28
Population 4,685 738 798 774 794 793 788
Locale
Large city
Percent 59 0.5 0.6 49 8.3 79 14.6
Number 1,250 18 21 194 306 244 467
Population 21,072 3,611 3,534 3,926 3,702 3,102 3,197
Mid-size city
Percent 2.3 <0.1 <0.1 2.0 34 4.5 4.7
Number 806 2 2 125 200 244 233
Population 34,426 5,836 5,875 6,406 5,935 5,386 4,988

(CONTINUED)



APPENDIX C 51

TABLE C14 (CONTINUED)
Kansas event dropout rates for public school students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity, and locale,
October 2001

Characteristic Total Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
Urban fringe of large city

Percent 13 0.0 0.0 0.8 1.7 2.5 2.7

Number 540 0 0 60 128 172 180

Population 43,193 7,296 7,316 7,602 7446 6,936 6,597
Urban fringe of mid-size city

Percent 24 0.0 0.0 1.6 3.1 3.6 6.9

Number 17 0 0 2 4 4 7

Population 706 131 110 123 131 110 101
Large town

Percent 24 0.0 0.0 0.9 4.0 3.9 5.8

Number 268 0 0 18 78 69 103

Population 11,030 1,700 1,723 2,102 1,972 1,763 1,770
Small town

Percent 19 <0.1 <0.1 14 2.5 4.2 3.7

Number 881 1 1 13 203 310 253

Population 46,129 7,651 7,868 8,282 7,991 7,411 6,926
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.2 0.0 <0.1 0.5 1.6 2.1 2.7

Number 505 0 2 36 116 157 194

Population 43,749 7,071 7,210 7,479 7,383 7,452 7,154
Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.5 0.1 0.2 0.6 2.1 3.0 34

Number 303 5 8 22 71 97 100

Population 19,730 3,405 3,335 3,519 3,313 3,198 2,960

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a,b).
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TABLE C15
Kansas event dropout rates for male and female public school students in grades 7-12 by race/ethnicity,
locale, and grade, October 2001

Characteristic Total Male Female

Race/ethnicity

White, not Hispanic

Percent 1.8 2.0 1.6

Number 3,090 1,741 1,349

Population 175,063 88,427 83,574
Black, not Hispanic

Percent 3.5 4.0 3.1

Number 629 361 268

Population 17,920 8,949 8,577
Hispanic

Percent 3.8 4.0 39

Number 670 350 320

Population 17,476 8,736 8,270
American Indian/Alaska Native

Percent 35 3.8 34

Number 97 51 46

Population 2,733 1,338 1,346
Asian/Pacific Islander

Percent 1.7 2.1 1.3

Number 81 51 30

Population 4,773 2,398 2,271
Locale
Large city

Percent 59 6.4 5.6

Number 1,250 677 573

Population 21,072 10,584 10,209
Mid-size city

Percent 2.3 2.7 2.0

Number 806 469 337

Population 34,426 17,568 16,584
Urban fringe of large city

Percent 1.3 1.4 1.1

Number 540 309 230

Population 43,193 22,033 20,851
Urban fringe of mid-size city

Percent 24 3.3 13

Number 17 13 4

Population 706 390 302
Large town

Percent 24 2.8 2.1

Number 268 156 112

Population 11,030 5,613 5,374
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Characteristic Total Male Female
Small town

Percent 19 2.0 1.8

Number 881 482 399

Population 46,129 23,539 22,119
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.2 13 1.1

Number 505 281 222

Population 43,749 22,454 20,810
Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.5 1.6 14

Number 303 167 136

Population 19,730 10,143 9,471
Grade
7

Percent 0.1 0.1 0.1

Number 26 1 15

Population 36,701 18,532 17,216
8

Percent 0.1 0.1 0.1

Number 34 16 18

Population 36,971 18,442 17,566
9

Percent 14 1.6 14

Number 570 319 251

Population 39,439 19,881 18,543
10

Percent 29 3.1 29

Number 1,106 590 516

Population 37,873 18,992 17,905
11

Percent 3.7 4.1 34

Number 1,297 730 567

Population 35,358 17,725 16,728
12

Percent 4.6 54 4.0

Number 1,537 889 648

Population 33,693 16,529 16,310

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of the Octo-
ber 1,2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a,b).
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TABLE C16
Missouri event dropout rates for public school students in grades 7-12 by gender, race/ethnicity, locale, and
grade, October 2001

Event dropout Number of event
Characteristic rate (percent) dropouts Population enrolled
Total 2.5 10,174 407,336
Gender
Male 2.8 5,848 206,202
Female 2.1 4,221 198,123
Race/ethnicity
White, not Hispanic 2.2 7171 327,154
Black, not Hispanic 39 2,533 64,354
Hispanic 4.0 265 6,673
American Indian/Alaska Native 3.6 44 1,228
Asian/Pacific Islander 1.1 56 4967
Locale
Large city 4.5 2,085 46,475
Mid-size city 3.0 894 29,810
Urban fringe of large city 2.2 3,044 140,489
Urban fringe of mid-size city 2.5 350 14,283
Large town 24 146 6,105
Small town 2.5 1,614 65,579
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area 2.1 1,348 64,859
Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area 1.7 693 39,736
Grade
7 0.2 174 71,542
8 0.4 301 69,939
9 2.5 1,864 75,374
10 3.8 2,635 69,579
" 4.5 2,859 63,321
12 41 2,341 57,581

Note: The event dropout rate estimates the percentage of public school students in grades 7-12 who left school between October of one school year and
October of the next without earning a high school diploma or its equivalent. Population is an estimate of the number of students enrolled as of October 1,
2001. Numbers might not sum to total because data on gender or ethnicity were missing for some students.

Source: Authors’ analysis based on data from U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (2002a,b).
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TABLE C17
Missouri event dropout rates for racial/ethnic groups among public school students in grades 7-12 by
gender, locale, and grade, October 2001

American
White, not Black, not Indian/Alaska Asian/Pacific

Characteristic Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic Native Islander
Gender
Male

Percent 2.8 2.5 4.8 4.2 4.1 1.1

Number 5,848 4,150 1,497 145 26 28

Population 206,202 167,468 31,420 3,439 631 2,508
Female

Percent 2.1 19 3.2 37 3.0 1.1

Number 4,221 3,018 1,036 120 18 28

Population 198,123 159,253 32,210 3,220 595 2,454
Locale
Large city

Percent 4.5 3.5 53 4.8 8.5 2.1

Number 2,085 596 1,359 93 N 21

Population 46,475 17,215 25,722 1,953 130 989
Mid-size city

Percent 3.0 2.8 4.6 3.6 5.6 1.2

Number 894 737 109 24 9 8

Population 29,810 25,983 2,350 666 162 649
Urban fringe of large city

Percent 2.2 2.0 2.8 2.8 2.2 0.6

Number 3,044 2,097 825 51 6 14

Population 140,489 106,802 29,130 1,806 273 2,308
Urban fringe of mid-size city

Percent 2.5 24 1.4 4.2 1.0 3.2

Number 350 333 2 12 1 2

Population 14,283 13,643 143 285 105 62
Large town

Percent 24 2.2 34 29 6.3 1.6

Number 146 115 27 2 1 1

Population 6,105 5,168 789 68 16 64
Small town

Percent 2.5 2.3 35 59 3.1 1.1

Number 1,348 1,360 159 50 4 5

Population 64,859 59,488 4,564 852 131 444
Rural, outside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 2.1 2.1 3.2 3.0 3.8 0.5

Number 1,344 1,284 30 22 7 1

Population 63,103 61,009 950 744 185 215
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TABLE C17 (CONTINUED)
Missouri event dropout rates for racial/ethnic groups among public school students in grades 7-12 by
gender, locale, and grade, October 2001

American

White, not Black, not Indian/Alaska Asian/Pacific
Characteristic Hispanic Hispanic Hispanic Native Islander

Rural, inside metropolitan statistical area

Percent 1.7 1.7 3.1 3.7 2.2 1.7

Number 693 649 22 1 5 4

Population 39,736 7,089 6,824 7,225 6,817 5,589
Grade
7

Percent 0.2 0.1 0.6 1.0 0.9 0.1

Number 174 80 77 13 2 1

Population 71,542 56,662 12,295 1,324 235 783
8

Percent 0.4 0.3 1.2 1.0 1.5 0.4

Number 301 142 138 13 3 3

Population 69,939 55,812 11,556 1,260 206 856
9

Percent 2.5 1.8 53 4.8 2.8 13

Number 1,864 